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Title: Bucket Drumming lesson 1  Suggested Grades: 3-8
Objectives: 
I can drum a rhythm with left and right hand 
I can drum q  and  qr (quarter and 8th notes) in 4/4 meter
I can create and perform my own rhythm to drum 

Directions for Students:
1.  Today you will practice and learn how to drum on an a household instrument. If you don’t 
have a bucket, do not worry! You can drum using pencils as your sticks and a box as your drum. 
Get creative and find any household items that you can use with the permission of your parents. 

2.   On the drum example, L means left hand and R means right hand. Practice switching hands 
when you drum.

3.   Try drumming this pattern: R L R L R L R L 

4.   Now try drumming  q (ta) and qr (ti-ti) Remember that ti-ti  (qr) is two sounds on a beat 
and  ta  (q)  is one sound on a beat.
5.   Try drumming the example below 
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Assessment:

Answer the following questions: Remember to answer in full sentences! 

What household items did you use for your drum and your sticks? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

What does R mean and L mean when drumming? 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

How many sounds on a beat is q (ta)? _________ 

How many sounds on a beat is qr  (ti-ti)? _________ 

Write your own rhythm pattern using q and  qr 
Play your rhythm on your bucket drum.
Give your composition a title.
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Challenge Play Along:  Practice each section.  If you have access to YouTube, search the 
Pitch Perfect cup song.   Click to go to song  (Kidzbop version).  Play the A section when 
the singer starts.  Play the B section each time the singer sings, “When I’m gone.”  Play the 
interlude during the break.

Lesson created by: Meghan Hopkins, London ON    Edits and additions by Denise Gagne

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiY8jjdWCxU

